
Talk Tips 
List all first steps suggested, and work out each suggestion 
to show whether the results are the same. Encourage 
students to determine where any order of operations rules 
were broken and eventually identify the correct answer.

Backup/Extension Problems 
2(6 + 3x - 4) = 8 + 2
5(x - 1 + 2x) = 15 - 2x + 7x
4 - 5(2x - 4 - 6x) = 9x - 8 + 7x

To solve for     ,  
what would you do first? 

4+3 2+3x −1( )−5=10+6x

x

Notes: 
Do you see another way someone might start?
Do you think there is a best first step? Explain.
If you chose again, would you choose the same 
first step?

Linear Equations

Sample Answers: 
Answers: Common Misconceptions:

Distribute 3 4+3
2 - 1 (in parentheses) 2+3
4 - 5 10+6

3

ENJOY REVEALING STUDENTS’ 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE, DIVING INTO 
STUDENT THINKING, UNCOVERING 

MISCONCEPTIONS, AND 
REINFORCING NEW 
UNDERSTANDING. 

Each Algebra unit has a variety of Talk prompts to ignite mathematical 
discourse in your classroom.

Linear Equations

12 prompts   p. 1-12

Linear Inequalities
5 prompts   p. 13-17

Functions - Library and Notation
7 prompts   p. 18-24

Systems of Linear Equations

3 prompts   p. 31-33

Systems of Linear Inequalities
2 prompts   p. 34-35

Quadratics
8 prompts   p. 36-43

Statistics and Regression

6 prompts   p. 25-30
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